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August Board planning
meeting set
The LWV Board annual planning meeting has been
scheduled for Monday, August 17, 6:00 pm, at Nancy
Taylor's home. Each person attending is asked to bring a
covered dish. All League members are invited to attend but
please let Nancy know (522-3361) if you are coming.

ACTION ALERT
Please write and/or call Senator Byrd and Rockefeller and
Representative Rahall urging them to cosponsor and support
S. 1890 and HR 3605, the Patients' Bill of Rights.
The Patients' Bill of Rights would guarantee basic health care
protections for consumers by protecting the rights of patients
in health care plans. It would guarantee the right of access to
necessary care, especially for seriously ill persons or those
with chronic conditions, the right to emergency room care
using the 'reasonably prudent person standard' and the right to
have medical information kept confidential. S. 1890 and HR
3605 will enable patients to receive clear information about
different health care plans and establish an appeals process that
wiU resolve grievances in a timely manner.
It is important that Congress hear from citizens who believe
that the Patients' Bill of Rights will provide much needed
access to qu^ity health care for American consumers. Ask our
members of Congress to urge the congressional leadership to
bring this critical legislation to the floor of the House and the
Senate and to support its passage.
Senator Robert C. Byrd - (202) 224-3954; 311 Hart
Senate Office Bldg., Washington, DC 20510,
Senator John D. Rockefeller IV (202) 224-6472; 109
Hart Senate Office Bldg., Washington, DC 20510.
Congressman Nick J. Rahall II - (202) 225-3452;
2307 Rayburn Building, Washington, DC 20515.
For updated information, check the League of Women Voters
web site -- www.lwv.org.

REMINDER . . . .
If you have not paid your 1998-99 dues, you may send $35,
single or $50, household, to our treasurer - Ann Speer, 706
Ridgewood Rd., Huntington, WV 25701.

UNITED NATIONS NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATION CONFERENCE
The annual conference will be held at the UN Headquarters in
New York, from September 14 -16. There is no registration fee,
but all participants are required to prfe-register for the conference
not later than July 3L Contact Helen Gibbins, 736-3287, if you
would like to have a registration fonn.
The conference will examine the impact of globalization on
human rights, the relationship between human rights and peace,
the building and strengthening of human rights institutions, the
promotion of human rights education, and the universality of
human rights.

RO BERTA EM ER SO N
We were saddened by the news of the death of Roberta
Emerson. Roberta was a local League president during its early
days and served on the Huntington Charter Board, Huntington
Civil Rights Commission, and WV Commission on
Constitutional Revision. Her contributions to the arts in
Huntington and the state were considerable. She was the director
of the Huntington Museum of Art and founded the Arts
Advocacy Committee of West Virginia. In addition, she received
many honors such as a Distinguished Citizen Award from the
National Municipal League.

T H A N K Y O U T O D O R IS JO H N S O N
Doris does all the work on "Summer Fun" as well as
distributing the flyers to schools and libraries. The League
receives calls from organizations and businesses for extra copies
of the pamphlet. We hope League members will use the
pamphlet this summer when planning activities.

L IB R A R Y W E B SIT E
http://cabelLlib.wv.us/
Have you checked out the library's web site? Infonnation you
can use includes the catalog and ordering books; the TTA
schedule; and a list of organizations in the Tri-state area. The site
will also include a link to the Leiague of Women Voters of WV's
web site.

(The Committee for the Study o f the American Electorate)

The Committee for the Study of the American Electorate is a
Washington-based, non-partisan, non-profit tax exempt research
institution with a primary focus on issues surrounding citizen—
engagement in politics.
Founded 20 years ago, the Committee has become the primary
source of information and analysis on citizen registration and voter
participation, and a primary source on related issues including but
not limited to: registration laws and their impact on participation;
campaign advertising; campaign finance; the impact of media on
politics; and citizen education.
The problem the Committee seeks to understand and address is
not small. In the 1996 general election voter participation fell
below 50 percent for the first time since 1924. The level of turnout
was the second lowest since 1824. Since 1960, in Presidential
elections, and 1966, in mid-term elections, voter participation has
fallen more than 25 percent nationally and more than 30 percent
outside^ tte South, the largest and longest such slide in the nation's
history. Twenty-five million Americans who used to vote no
longer do so. Turnout among young eligible voters (ages 18-24)
was 15 percent in the 1994 mid-term election and below 30 percent
in 1996. If one counts both its Presidential and mid-term elections,
the United States is among the lowest participating democracies of
any in the world.
Since most voting studies show that the act of voting is a lowest
common denominator political act - that if one does not vote, one
tends not to participate in any other form of constructive civic and
social activity - the decline in voter participation robs the nation
of its social capital, the human resources needed for the
constructive pursuit of a better society. Conversely, this
phenomenon also means that, as voter participation decreases,
American politics tends to be dominated by the intensely interested
at the expense of the general public welfare, as policies become
increasingly adjudicated of, for and by those who vote most
heavily. (For more visit their web site http://tap.epn.org/csae/
Their email address is csae@epn.org.) CSAE has worked with the
leadership of both major parties and nonpartisan groups such as the
League of Women Voters of the United States to address the
question of network election night projections.

C alendar
8 /1 7 LWV Huntington Area Board Meeting, 6
p.m., Nancy Taylor’s home. Please RSVP to

522-3361

WEST VIRGINIANS FOR
CLEAN WATER
In April representatives from nine WV environmental
groups announced a campaign titled West Virginians for
Clean Water. The goal of the campaign is a coordinated
effort to ensme WV compliance with and enforcement of the
Clean Water Act.
Our rivers and streams are threatened by acid mine drainage,
poultry and cattle manure, dioxin in the Ohio River, loss of
streams from valley fills, and poor enforcement of water
quality regulations.
Furthermore West Virginia is dead last of all of the United
States in its funding for prevention and correction of water
pollution.According to an EPA report WV has more
polluted streams than other states in our region. WV is
.under a court mandate to set Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDLs) for streams and rivers across the state.

VOTERS SERVICE
We are now planning our 1998 general election voters
service activities. If you can help, please contact Terri
Waldeck, 733-5728 or Helen Gibbins, 736-3287.
^ Some activities will be voter registration, booths at large
gatherings, explanation of constitutional amendments,
distribute VOTE posters, candidates meetings. Get out the
Vote, ancfElection Day Call in Service. We also are eager to
hear your ideas on how we can be more effective in Voters
Servic^rc^ects.
_
___

The LWV is a nonpartisan political organization
that encourages the informed and active participation of
citizens in government and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.
Membership in the
League is open to women and men of voting age. Annual
dues, not tax deductible, are $35 individual, $50 for two in
one household.
To join, send your check to : Ann Speer, Treasurer,
706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701
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